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An Imbecile Palpit,

aceond,
*?:hmrm the New Sahool Presby-
torian General Assembly, at Rochoster, the
Rev. Dr. Bamuel H. Hopkins declared that the
Episcopal denomination of the United Stales
had “‘an imbecile pulpit.’” The remark was
made by the retiring moderator of the Asssm-
bly, in his official oapacity, and in a oity which
had recently weleomed the Eplsoopal bishops
with the same hoapitality whick the citizons
ware at that moment ghowing to the Presby-

erian Commisgioners. On the Assembly’s
E‘nrn of upturned faces,' this squally remark
blew up & general ripple of dissent. The daily

apers of Noohester urged an official retraction
Ey the Assembly, a8 doe to the dignity of that
body. This, however, was awkward and not
to be done. DBut the pastor of the f'l:umh in
which the Assembly held its sessions con-
trived to make o neat public reforence to the
offensive temark, and in a somi-official way
disavowed it. But it sl!llfsuuu!s in }he;f;?l

] will not fade from men's -
mn‘rlldunnmm of the Chinese proverb
that ““An. ill word, once out of the month,
cannot be bronght back by a coach and six.

We refer to the incident, not for its import-
anoe, but for its sug pstiveness.

Has the Episcopal Church ‘‘an. imbeolle
pulpit ' s Dr. Tyng, amid the ruins of St
tisorge's, reduced to ‘‘an imbecile pulpit?” |
Doss Bishop Mellvaine pursue his bishopric |
in “an fmbeclle pulpit?” Has Dr. Bchenck
come all the way from Baltimore to Brooklyn
to fill “‘an imbecile pulpit "' Does the Rev.
Phillips Brooks shake g‘hlla:lalphia from ‘‘an
imbecile pulpit?”’ Did Bishop White wear |
out his long and salvtly life in ‘‘an imbecils |
pulpit#” Did Dr. Milner bequeath hig anfor-
gotten name to be |ll nlEad with the memory of

‘sn fmbecile pulpit?’

No. The mpmupk of Dr. Ho{)kius was a dis-
tilled drop of the gquintessential tinsture of sec-
tarfanism. The fact that such a remark fell
from the lips of 80 eminent, able, and noble a
olergyman, shows how uncouscionsly, yet how
ingidionsly and irresistibly, a sectarian spirit
bewilders the judgment and good taste of men
whom the Churoh would make broad, but
whom the sect keeps narrow.

It is against such sectarianism that this

bodies of the country—its conferonoces, coun-
oil blim for "Ll i

spenking of_tha New Sehool .
bly), we recall with deligh

we witnessed in that body when it met in
Brooklyn two or thres , and gave a
unanimous vote for impartial suffrage, before
suy political convention of m}'u:l magnitude
had uttered a word on the subject, ithont
the Lalp, sympathy, 2eal, and coliperation of
the Northarn churohkes, the war for the (Tnjon
would have been a faflure. Batif the nation
had need of ber ohurohes then, ¢he has equal
need of them mow. What this Government
lacks I8 woral quickening; religious ideas
must be made to penetrate politioal statutes;
Christian principle miust take the place of
party expediency; fn short, the Republio, if
it Is to promote the welfare of its citizens,
must be remoulded wpon the basis of Chris.

li.lnlg.
A Church that has no influenoson the times
in which it stands, might ss well have be-
longed to a former age. Iiise happy omen
that the Amerioan churches, which for twenty
oars were dead, have arisen to newness of
ife! Novertheloss, God forbid that we should
eottle down into the casy and smooth ad

tutions—our religions, 1ike
—are equally full of fanlts and flaws. Both
alike noed God's grace and man’s forbearanses.
The Charch, Hke the State, ought to be pruned
with a busy knife of oriticlsm to keep
brmchgn fruitful and its leaves green. ‘‘Shall
not ju
Yea, verily, But whan one Christian denomina-
tion congratulates itself and defames its rival,
it ia generally a sign that both deserve,
equally, the same condemnation.

Let every minister, therefore—whether in
the Episcopal Church or the Presbyterian,

business of praising these ohurches or ,
pulpits, Our :ﬁnqﬂ like our clivil inatl-

ent bogin at the houss of God "' | it cannot by any possibility obtain the fature

our olvil, leaders '

ita |

whether in the Baptist or the Methodist—ask |

himself the question whether or not he stands
in an “fmbecile pulpit.”
for the ministry is without a saored passion

for his work, certain it is that he makes ‘“‘an |

imbecile pulpit.’” If his heart burns not with
love towards all his fellow-oreatures, high and
low, then no matter what culture may sit upon
his lips, he is the weak master of *‘an imbe-
cile pulpit.’” If he is ashamed or afraid to de.
clare “the whole counsel of God," he is a poor
srisoner in “an imbeoile pulpit.’”! Ifhe is an
idolator of his own ereed, holdiug that every
man who believes something ditferent is a
heretic and infidel, he Is the unannoiated pro-

journal lately uttered its protest in ‘‘An Edi-
torial Soliloquy.” It is against such secta-
rianiem that these colnumns are, if possible, to
be made the messnga-bearers of a betler-tem-
pered, more manly, and more catholic Christi- |
anity. It is against such sectarianism that
the sects themsslves, if they consult their own
usesfulness, will be glad to see a perpetual pro-
test male {n their behalf by an unsectarian
sheet,

Chrigtian union between different denomina- |
tions is just now a lively theme with the reli.
gious press. “‘The tendencies of the age,” ]
says Dr. Hopkins (in thiz same sermon), *‘are
all ju the direction of Chuarch unity.'”” Bat
what is theex-moderator's immoderate method
of promoting Church unity? He presents us |
the spectacle of a Presbyterian professor say-
ing to an Episcopal bishop, *'Sir, you are an
imbecile ; let us, therefore, twain, ba one 1"

Now, & reason why this journal latel
severed its supposed official connection wltﬁ
the noblest of Christinn denominations—the
heritage of the Pllgrims, on which may the
Giod of our Fathers bestow His blessing ! —was,
that we were constantly goaded to light a bat-
tle against Presbyterinuiam, by people who |
foolishly supposed that such & warfare wounld |
advance the interests of Congregationalizm.
But after our aol of affectionate excision, the
very first spectacle offered to the oyes of the
Christian world is the Moderator of the Pres-
byterian Assembly drawing a glittering sword
and striking at Episcopalianism. But is it
Fleu&ing, aither to angels or to men, to see the

lov. Dr. Hopkins rubbing burrs into the hair
of the Episcopal clergy? Suach conduct by one
Christian denomination towards another will
mike it mecessary, as Whittler mentions in
his lines on Major Stearns,

*I'o putl o the Lord's work the sinner,
When saints fall to do 16"

But the question arises, What iz “an imn-
becile pulpit ™

It is a pulpit that lacks genius, conrage, and
fire; a pulpit submissive to follow, instead
of bold to lead, public opinion; a pulpit in-
officient towards the stirring questions of the
time, and hegitant to incur the reproach of
holding advanced ideas; a pulpit that is
moulded by the very men whom it is sent to
mould. There are thonsands of such Ameri-
can pulpits. They belong to all denomina-
tion. They rustle their silks in every diocesan
convention, and utter their platitudes to
every synod. They are the self-appointed can-
sora of mobler meu who, whether in pulpits
or out, are seeking to serve God In their day
and generation. They lLring the Church at
first iuto weakuess and at last into reproach,
Agniost all such pulpits, if the pulpiteer of
the General Assembly will uplift his voioe, we
will join him inthe protest., But let him not
attack the Episcopal and shield the Preshyte.
rian denomination., let him administer his
judgment equally upon all the guilty.

hat i the Pr‘wsuul tone and charactor of

the American pulpit ¥ There was a time when
the great body of the Awerican churehes, of
all denominations, and both palpits and ]H!:ﬁi. ]
lay under the ban of complivity with the
hideous orime of slavery. An eloquent voics ]

in one of the ablest of Presbyteriay pulpits
startled the country with the declaration that
“the American Church was the chisf bulwark
of American slavery.” It is sorrowfully and
unpardonably true that daring the anti-slayery
;Fl when the struggling cause fiest orlod

oud for the help of all good men, the ma-
jority of ministers and church members, sven

in the North, were the abettors of human
bo But in process of tims, as the North.
ern churches were split asunder by the in.
driv of the all-penstrating ques-

w(-.dﬁe

tion,"every Charch thus cleft in twain let in
upon itself a great light, During the war
the Northern churches girded the impelriled
Government with a stalwart leagne of de-
fensa, The Northern pulpits ‘‘spake as
with tongues of fire.” Never in the re
ligions history of this country did the Ameri-
oan i«lm&r #0 nobly fullll their mission as
durin o war, Mouths that had for years
been dumb towards liberty, then had a volos.
Hearts that uever before had beaten for
the slave, then yearned for him in prayer.
I'he ears of this generation never before heard
g0 many good and so few poer sermons as dur-
ing the war—mnot merely on publis topics, but
on the whole range of pulpit toples. Ministers
never before stood 8o near to God, for the
reason that they never before stood go near to
man. The holy oil of conseoration with which
that struggle anointed the Northern clergy
still us on & thousand brows. If “‘there
were glants in those days,’ there are gisnts
in these mnext snweudin&dlﬂ. It is our
deliberate  convietion t  the religious

phet of ‘‘an fmbecile pulpit.’’ If he goes to
the General Association only to make an exhi-
bitiom of pitiful narrowness, meannoss, and

Il & man ordained |

t the sosne which |

f prov

n
l!nai

thelr title to
bista of the
the last few
ot ] L@ mes 1o Lhe
maxim that *“this is a white man's Govern-
mont,” and that the black man shall have no
lot or part in ft. The bold and sagastons bid
of the CMng;) Times, and the prodent p
ings of the Werld, have been lnhmmﬁ‘;
dis by therr party, the L majority
of whom are to-day as bitterly Eol_l.iln Lo Lhe
récoghition of the negro's politioal mﬂui- 2

thongh the ovents of the de{m
1ot been heard of. The latest evidence has
been nlforded by the Pennsyivania Demoaratio

Convention, which met at Harrisburg on
M and
Hoy of Con-

Tuesday: - Not pontent .
most malignant attnck wpon 'm
gress, it adopted a resolution pledgin the |
¥ to oppose smendment of the Consti-
ution of the Bt.:l:’gﬂh?s to ne, the right
of eufffage. In Pennsylvania, therefore, as in
Olifo and generally throughout the North, the
party at this moment stands commitied
against the pringiple of political equality re-
ardiess of color or race, which forms the
onndation of Southern reconstruction. On
this ground, coupled with a denial of the
right of Congress to meddle with the s
at all, the party has ho to commend itsslf
to the Bouth, with a view to partisan effsct
after the States have been readmitted o
the Union,

Nothing, however, could more surely seoure
the permanent defeal of the Democratic party.
It cannot hopo to carry the North on an issue
adverse 1o the whole action of Congress. And

control of the Houth by hostility to the race
whose votes will horeafter be an fmportant ele-
ment in Southern political affairs. . With
pegro suffrage irrevooably established smong
themselves, the Sonthern people will naturall

afiliate with that party at the North which
favors the voluntary adoption by all the
Btates of the principle which is being foroed
upon the South, General Longstreat iu wall
stated this aspect of the case, in these terms: —

“If 1 appreciate the principles of the Demo-
erntle party, s promivent features opposs the
enfranchisemant of the colored man, and deny
the right to legislate upon the subject of saf-
frage, exorpl by e Buates Individuaily. Theso
two features have a tendency W oxolade South-
ern wen from Lthnt party; for the eolored man
is alrendy cuiranchised thore, and we canuoy
seek nllinres with a pariy that would restriot
his righis  ‘Phe exclusive right of the States to
legislate upon suffrage will malke the onfran-
¢hieement of ths bincks, whether for betler or
for woise, A fixture among us. It appears,

| therefors, that those who cry londest ngalngt

bigotry, he publicly puts himselfio the pillory |

of “an imbecile pulpit.’”” 1If he sheds tears

over heresies of others, but pablishes volames |
of hercsies of hLi= own, he shows an amialle

foretoken of “‘an imbecile pulpit.”
It may be that a Presbyterian moderator, in

taking the trouble to slander a single denomi- |
nation, has spoken a measure of truth of all, |

If s0, better then were it for those who felt
the scourge of small cords in the Master’s

hand driving them from the temple, than for |

those whom IHis divine indignation at this
moment frowns upon, blasts, consumes, and
shrivels in “an imbecile pulpit.”

Arizge, John Knox, and preach before the

Gieneral Assembly! Awake, Martin Luther,
and burn the Pope's bull before the General

| Agzociation !

Oh, for a stalwart pulpit !—a pulpit museu-
lar with the strength of strong men !—a pulpit
to shake the land and be itself unshaken !—

| & pulpit to fight the general enemy, and not to

stab its faithful friend !'—a pulpit to deliver
the bolt of God's wrath, and yet utter the
*atill, emall voice I"'—a pulpit to fling down
or pick up the gauntlet of defiance to all
evil l—a pulpit to !mag

unrolled the perpetaal
banner of the MHoly

War!—a pulpit clothed

with the shadow of the Cross of Christ1—a |

pulpit covered by the wings of an unseen
dove !
— e —— e

Negro Suffrage and the Demaocoratic
P.",l
fom the T¥mes,

The most active of the Southern opponents
of reconstruction assail negro suifrage as the
obnoxious feature of the Congressional plan.
The exclugion of a limited class from the
franchise and from office furnishes a certain
ground of objection.

But the enfranchise- !

ment of the negro is the change which over- |
rides all others, and furnishes the text on |

which orators and writers appeal to the pas-
gions and prejudices of the Southern people.
Ex-Govornor Perry makes it the chief point
of assault in all his letters. “‘Better military
govermment and even vonfiscation,” he says
in substance, ““than government resling upon
negro votes,”’

The absurdity of this outery becomes appa-
rent when it is remembered that in February

Inst certain prominent Southern politicians !

recommmended to their respective States the
adoption of impartial suffrage as o measure of
compromige, Certainly, ex-Governor Sharkey,
who is even more conspicuous than Mr. Perry

in the ranks of opponents to the Reconstruc- |

tion law, was & prominent participator in the
movement which but four months ago con-
templated s distinet affirmation of the princi-
ple of negro suffrage, Parsons, of Alabama,
Marvin, of Florida, and Worth, of North Caro-
lina, were also concerned in the movement,
and were thus committed as plainly as
Sharkey to the principle objected to as part of
the pending schems. They had as their
prompter FPresident Johnson himself, who in
1865, writing to Bharkey, then Military Gov-
ernor of Mississippi, recommended the incor-
poration of the prineiple of negro enfranchise-
meitinto the Constitution of that State as a
preliminary to restoration to the Union.
These circumstances show the inconsistancy
of the noisiest eanemios of reconstravtion, and
the folly—perhaps the dishonesty—of those
who avow their sympathy with the Demo-
cratio party of the North because of its hoa-
l.lll‘lly tuin(* ro suflrage,

ow little svy . alv d
Sont s 'lm‘inl(:!:-::-?:y theso receive at the
the “‘Conservative 1ni ) 1y i ;
recently christened u:.mrtl::na:\t? : 'I'I‘l':“g:mraﬁ
vative Unionists, so called relterated and
indorsed Governor l’..-n-_y‘s‘ preference  for
militury despotism over government organized
under the Iaw. DBut they avoided his Blundsr
in reference to negro suflrage, Ipatead of
denouncing it, they approved . And they
supl:]umullu'd an approval of the extension O-f
the homestead principle to freedmen, with a
declaration in favor of exompting thew from
taxation for ten years, Evidently, the managers
of 1his new party recognizeé the fulure votin
power of the freedmen, and the expediency o
concilisting them with special immunities ag a
substitute for the immediate political power

conferred by the plan In progress.  The
attempt will be futile, and the suggested sub-
t of confis.

stitute eanmot weligh fnst the b
eation; but the fﬁm? notoworthy that the
oxtremé anti-negro position assumed by
Messra. Uerry Bharkey is, in eifect, repu-

I from the platform of |

Lisis pew order of Lhingsas s pabile ealamity
are those whose principles would fix 1L upon ns
withvut s remedy, Heuco it becomen us to In-
sist that gullfrage shiould bhe oxtended 1o all of
the States, nnd fally tested, Tine people ol the
North should adopt what they have forced
upon us; and If L be proved 10 ben mistake,
they should remove 1 by the remeady under
republican pringiples of uuniform laws upon
sufllrage."

The Northern Democracy, then, by arraying
themseelves as a party against nogro suffrage,
overshoot the mark. They are lghting
against facts and fate. For negro suflrage, as
a powerfual political element at the Soath, is
already an established fact., And the neces-
sity of adapting themsslves to the situation,
and making the best of events which are not
likely to be reversed, is fnruinﬁ itself upon the
minds of the leading men of the South with a
rapidity which we are apt to underestimate.
Governor Orr is not the only Southern laader
who has an acconnt to settle with the party
which tempted and then deserted his section.
And Genperal Longstreet expresses the convio-
tien of an influential class, when he refuses to
serve under the banner of the Democratic
party becanse its leading ideas and principles
are of the past. A party which clings to the
prejudices of caste Im‘;ntten of slavery aftar
sluvery has been abolished, cannot hope to
regain the direotion of national affairs.

The President's Duty to the Country,
From the Tribune,

We have ventured in a quiet but emphatio
way to warn the President and his advisers
from a policy which can only bring digcomfort
to the country and additional disaster to his
administration. We have entreated him to let
well enough alore, and to be content to exe-
cute the law entrusted to him frankly and
without reservation. Woe tried to show that
he was, as it were, npon probation, and that
the country was watching him with jealous,
sensitive eyes. We have been especially anx-
fous that he would not be led by the Copper-
heads into another war upon Congress.  This
warning {is misinterpreted by the World,
which insists that, becansge we tell the Preai-
dent the fruth, we are demanding a summer
gesgsion of Copgress, and opening a new line
of assault upon his administration.

We dismiks from consideration the temper
of our contemporary. What is the situation ?
Congress adjourned after having assigned to
the ?’n-sidnnu. certain duty. Il was under-
stood that he would perform it. Impeach-
ment was only prevented by President John-
gon's good sense, his conservatism, his pene-
rous obedience to Congress. He was called
upon to execute 8 very distssteful law. It
was gall and wormwood to his Kxcellancy,
but still it was law, It meant that all that he

| had doue in the South should be nodons—

that the contrivances he oalled *‘States,’’ and
the mobs he ealled ‘‘Congressional delega-
tiong,” shomld be disregarded; beconse in
their creation he had ignored the principle
of impartial suffrage. The President wanted
the South to come back as it went out—
with an aristocracy ruling, and the negro
neither free nor slave, but the nondeseript
“freedman.’ Congress wanted the Soath to
comsg back with the people ruling—the inte-
rests of labor resoguized, nud no distinction
of color. OCongress won. The peopls sus-
tained Congress in every loyal Btate; and
the President's policy, to use a Hebrew
metaphor, was broken as with a rod of irom,
and dashed in pileces like n potter's vessel.
The law passed was extraordinary, but it was
meant to mest an extraordinary case. It was
ractioally m war measure. We snstain it,and
neist upon {8 execution, although we trust
that it may never have a parsllel in our his-
tory. 1t the only means by which the
South can be pacifled. It is a generous, libe-
ral measure, certainly more so than any fature
measure will probably be if the subject is
again before Congress. Ita provisions are
plain, It means that the Southern Hiales
ghall bo reconstruoted on oertain principles;
that the Generals shall superintend the work;
and that the Generalp thus fn command shall
bo absolute. To pathere is nothing plainer.
Take the cnss of Governor Wells |  Doea any
one suppose that Congress intendasd that Gov-
ernor “Vells should Lhiave an independent, ex-
clusive control of Louisiana—that he should
be its chief oficer—that all the resources of the
Htate should be st his dlaposal —and that with
these resources he llli%!‘;t or might not

aid  in the work reconat
Are we to bellove that General Eﬁm:;

was to have & mere nominal
ihat of Meada in Philadeiphls o o 1ice
Han Francisco, and to be at the mercy of any

s of the law |
ganwhile, have |

betweon the President, ‘the people, and the
threatenaed

I.!mli .g_:l?‘ajmn‘“

of ht 1
.. We '

;m..m_E

3&-?-&&
er rule—
oo—was lodged

in the hands of a genoral of the ar It is
the imperial power of the la, intrusied
for a time to certain poldlers, o wd so to

duw that power that the Rebel Bouth shonld bo

brouglit properly reconstruoted to the Union.
The Monp:b:d falled to do I Th: Shol:a

themselves had failed b dl.ldqlnhq to aooept
the Constitufional mant. o poop?n
were apathetie, the insolent; and

E;loudam, the Southern States to
me diseased members of the body politic,
to be even worss than Vol or._ Ireland, or
Hungary. To prevent thia Military bill
was passed.

Bince the passage of that bill the South has
besn at + The Generals have dona well,
and resident has done well. Registration
mmm rapidly. The farmers are busy.

freedmen are bocoming free men. The
Generala have found it necessary to make a
few removals, but only a few. hile under
Johnson's plan we massacres in Memphis
aud Alexandrin and New Orleans—masaacros
as bloody as memorable battlss—under the
Military bill we have had only oue small riot
in Mobilo. A New Orleans Convention was
murdered in July, 1866. In June, 1867, a
Convention will meet a8 oalmly as it wonld in
Boston. Wehave in the North and South sn
ora of ﬁn’i“ﬁnling; Our statesmen are in the
South cting the poople. Rebel Generals
like Lovgstreet are porfeotly willing to trnst
the !orl.u’}:ﬁa of the South with the RoPubHom

o

party. le are wisely submitting to
necessity, ¢ think it not extravagaut to
say that, if reconstruotion is perwmitted to

ro-
gms calm"la wo shall have the Bout&m
tates in noxt Electoral College. We
trust that they will send Republican electors,
but that is a secondary matler. That is onr
concern as Republicans, and we trust to con-
vince the people. But if the President does
not interfere, the South will be in the Union,
the nation will be reconstrucled, the pla
will'be secure in their rights, the South will
be a land of liberty, the Military bill will die
never to live again in our happy country, and
our brigadiers will surrender their power to
the people, and go back to the army to the
performance of mere military duties.

With this prospect dawning upon the ocoun-
try, what is the duty of the ?‘msidant? It is
an easy thing for him to make trouble. He
¢an probably receive mo advice more welopme
than that given by the World, e has a sub-
gervient Cabinet, A Secretary of State who
oan maintain confidences with MoCracken in
reference to the table talk of Ministers like
Motley, will not hesitate to advise the Presi-
dent to decided measures, Btanbery will
wrile twenty opinions, showing just how the
President can drive a coach and six throngh
any law of Congress. Mr. Blanton will cona-
tersign the orders as readily as hLe counter-
signed the orders which sent Terry to the
mountaing. We entreat the I'reaid{nt to be
governed by higher influences. If he thinks
that an opinion by BStanbery, or a whole
volume of opinions, will ba permitted to stand
in the way of this bill, he will find that he has
made the most dreadful blunder of his Ad-
ministration. The nation has made up its
mind that the provisions of that bill must be
execnted, and mo trick, no sabterfuge, no
strained comstruction of a law which is as
plain as the high sun at moon, no elaborate
hair-splitting and legal logic, will be permitted
to interfere with its execution. The Presi-
dent’s duty is to end this whole business of
reconstroction, by permitting it to end itself.
He is walking over the true path now, and he
can only step beyond it to bring peril upon
himaell and’lha country.

Extreme Journalism in the South,
Fyom the Herald,

For many years preceding the war, and
during its continuance, the eéxtreme charaster
of opinions expressed by the Southern papers
fomented the bitterost feelings of that section
against the North. The newspaper medium
was, perhaps, the most fertile in propagating
sentiments which, by skilfully misrepresenting
both sections, led to hostilities betwesn them.
Unhappily, there is very little disposition to
abandon this mischievous inflnence noticeable
in the present tone of these journals; nor are
the fruits of guch preachings difficult to dis-
covar. The extremes of party discussion are
now 1o be found in two classes of papers, each
of which is battlin
the secession and the radical journals. To the
irritating effects of their articles upon the
publi¢ mind can be l.racm!J, in & groal measurs,
the present condition of Tennesses, as illas-
trated by the petition of a portion of its oiti-
zens to the President, praying for the iuter-
position of regular troops to protect them from
the outrages of “Brownlow's militia.”

To the same ocause we may attribute ina

great duﬁnm the confliols between onr military |

commanders in Louisiana and Alabama and
the civil authorities of the leading cities of
those States, We had reason to suppose that
the controversy which was ended by the can-
non and the bayonet was finally concluded as
between the North and the Sonth; and so it
was, in 8o far ag the common sense of the
fighting elements on both sides was concernad.
But the party jonrnals seem disro:aed to keap
the wounds open to gratlfy their own very
gmnll desires; and hence we find new barriers
to the reconstruction of the South raized from
day to day, by ap
people, in the colomns of the newspapers
which are not wholly contemptible only be-
cnuse they are eongpiouous for mischief. We
observe, howeyer, that this evil is correcting
ftself, The press of the South is evidently
fast losing huﬁl.i upon popular opinion. The
violence of its partisanship is becoming
offengive to the sober second thoughts of
the Bonthern mind, which is now umnhlmi
itself to the new condition of things; an
it argues well for the intellignt Southern
wople that they are cessing to be guided
*w the puerilitios of the pecession orgauns,
which keep barking when they cannol bite,
and hissing when they oan no longer sting,
Some of these journals are alveady learning &
lesson and are obanging their tone, while
others, like the Richmond 7imes, ara giving up
the ghost. x .
The spasmodic effort to establish a radical
press in the South does not &ppear to ba
orawned with much snocess. In almost all
{he leading towns and cities of the Southern
Hiates, radical uuwspateru have been started;
but they bave met with so little support that
they can hardly eke out an existence, The
yeason of this is apparent, There are not
enough radicals in the Southern cities to sup-
port & party journal degently. 'This class of
newspapers is therefore dependent forits exist-
enge upon alms from the radical party in the
North,and that fano parsimoniously distributed
that the radieal newspapers fare very badly.
Demands of an exorbitant character have bean
made by supdry Southern editors and Re-
publican polluehua upon the Congressional
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Republican Committes at Washington for
means to maintaln or start newspapers in the
Eouth. But the financial oondition of the
Committee, il appears, does not warraut the
lavish expenditure, and we understand that
they have been compelled to refuse the appli-
cntions, All their funds are employed in
ciraulatlng d&ouments throughout the goulh,
and payin e expenses of H’plmllh of
varied {songpluxiou to pmhpthu rine of
radical republicanism in the cities and on the
plantations of the Bouth. Hence we imagine
that newspaper entorprise in that section, as
elsewhere, will have to stand upon its own
bottom. If radical journalism is popular thare
it will be sustained; if not, it cannot be bol-
stered np by contributions from any quarter,
A presswhichisnotin harmony with the honest
and intelligent sentiment of the community
among which it circulates, and is not based
upon a sounder foundation than foreign aid, is
no better than an excrescence. It has no
vitality, and can exercise no substantial in-
fluence. From these facts we argue that the
effort to sustain a class of newspapers in the
South upon charitable principles is unhealthy,
and will not amount to anything. At the
same time it is desirable that the stupid, fire-
ealing seceasion press, which ia struggling for
life in Richmond, Mobile, Montgomery, and
other cities, should be supplanted by a new
class of newspaper literature, as it inevitably
will be before long, by the force of cirenm-
stances; for there is a wholesome public
opinion in favor of reconstruction growing up
in the South, that will not be likely to tolerate
the hostile epirit assumed by non-combatant
journalists.
—————
Self-Government — Individnual,
State, National,

Fyom the World

The Union League Club, which a few weaks
ago denounced the wholesale corrnptions of
the Albany Legislature, in which their own
friends hold a large majority, has just pub-
lished a report om ‘‘Municipal Reform, espe-
pecially in the oity of New York,” to par-
suade the citizens of this metropolis that I.iw{
have no rights of local salf-government wort
mentioning, and that they should content-
edly resign all their municipal affairs to the
supreme direction of the Legislature.

Clty,

congiderable pamphlet of & hundredand forty-
four pages, and is an elaborate assault upon
that democratic th of loeal self-govern-
ment which has been cherished by nearly
every American statesmun of eminence from
the foundation of the Government, and to
which less free Governments than our own are
universally tending throughout the civilized
world, Whatever De Tocqueville saw to
adiire in the institutions of the United States,
the philosophers of Union Sguare select for
their especial disapprobation.

They deem it, for example, no “‘part of the
theory of the Government of the mother coun-
try that cities were a source of political power,
nor was such a theory adopted at the pario(i
of our Revolution, nor has it any sanction in
our subsequent legislation.”

That *‘cities are a sonrce of political power"
no American citizen has ever conte , If the
plirase be taken to signify insubordination to
the sovereignty of the State in all matlers per-
taining to the Btate, or to the sovereignty of
the pation in every matter of national consern,

civic concern, is the doctrine which the argu-
wents of the Union League Club secarcely
tonch, which is imbedded in the foundation of
our history, lives in the very essence of our
national demooratic principles, and which can

only be successfully overthrown by the sams
logic which can overthrow the right of every
Btate of this Union; within its sphere, to
overn itself, and the right of the people of the
'nion themselves to govern themsslves—by
the logio, namely, of foroe.

That *'cities are a source of politioal power’
no man contends who has the trath of Demo-
oratio dootrine in him, if the phrase be taken
to signily any partivipation in or eontrol over
the local affairs of the citizens of the rural dis-
triots, orif it be taken to signify any share in
the control of affairs of common concern to
every citizen of the State, beyond and above
that share which is exaclly proportioned to
their numerical weight In the representation
of the entire Commonwealth. Bat they are
s source of political power' in their own
aflnirs, for precisely the same reason that the
counties and towns are a source of political
power in their county sod town affuirs—
pamely, becauss we are a free people and
govern ourselves. Indeed, every argument of
the Union Lesgne Clob is as good for an
assault upon the sell-government of the coun-
try a8 upon the gelf government of the crowded
town.

Now of gelf-governmient by any peopls, free.
dom ilself is the coruer-stone, and loosl self-
gvernment its foundation walls. Undermine
fhesa, and the supsrstructure falls in orom-
bling ruin. -

The people of citiea and of towns and of
the :io.nnl ea.h by #‘rtuu)r being fmw
not slaves; by virtoe ursuing
at their own volition, ndariag- by their own

‘he report of the Club's Committee is a '

_ foreign foas; or w
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man of them attending to his own private
business, acquire competency for union with
their fellow-citizens in those matters which
they think fit to conflde to the common civio
arm, and behind which they think it fit and
nccessmato enlist thelr united civio forve,
Tanght in the town meeting, the supervisors’
board, the city rule, these men become com-
petent to the larger union of cities, to
and counties in the State, and for suococess
parts in the administration of the State's
allairs, that is, the affairs in which all the
g{ator ]:!l the cities, towax, and counties of the
ate have a common and co-equal concern, and
to insure the succesaful management of which,
lh:r think it #it and necesgary to combine
their larger and united force, Instructed thus
in these eeginunings of local self-government,
suceess in self-government by thirty millions
of people becomes possilile. {'hn States or the
people of the States combine in a FHederal
union for, and to insure, the suocessful man-
agement of those common and universal con-
cerns which they think fit to guarantee the

l stability of, and to establish, with their aggre-

| gated national power,
\ Auy partioulnr State Government may have

existed before some city grew to its present
size, but to argue thence, a5 the Union League
| Club does, that the city can derive its right to

| be governed, gnd the measure and kind of its
government, solely from the State, is to mis-
tuke succession for filiation, and is to forget
that self-government, be it local or be it
national, 18 iInseparable from fresdom, and
has no better warrant for a widely dispersed
nation of thirty-eight milllans. than for a
crowded island of eight hundred thousand.
These are merely the broad lines of demo-
oratic dootrine. @ draw no nice distinclions
here, and glir no controversies that have been
concluded by battle or the Courts. The essen-
tial thing is, that each and all these larger or
smaller units ghall, as they stand, be free;
and, speaking for every lover of a pure demo-
cracy, without reference to the party lines
which here and now divide us, we tell this
Union League Club, and the revisers of our
Constitution aszembled at Albany, that it is
insupportably galling to the soul of every
instrocted freeman whether in those per-
soual rights and privileges which he has
assigned and surrendered to no Govern-
ment, his freedom is assailed by city, State,
national, or foreign foes; or whether
in his freedom and local seli-government his
liberties are usnrped by State, or natlonal, or
ther in his right as & oiti-
zen of any State his freedom is assailed by the
citizens of other States united, or by foreign

arms; or whether as an rican he 4 op-
fore and tio powers.
despotio, al wer must

be which surpasses its own lswful limits, and
usurps control from the nation of its national
alfairs, from the State of its State affairs, from
the city and town of their lopal affairs, or from
the individoal freeman of those reserved un-
aliened liberties which are the core of his man-
hood, as those are of his civic freedom and
bis nat'on’s sovereignty.
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